
   

  

    2018 Reflections - Jennifer Chuckry   

As we come to the end of another year, I am reflecting back over the year and would like to 
highlight some of the wonderful work Surrounded by Cedar has accomplished. I would like to take 

this opportunity to acknowledge the Lkwungen people, whose lands our office is situated upon, 
whose lands we work and play upon each day. I am a visitor to this territory, and I give thanks to 
the traditional keepers of these beautiful lands and waters. I would also like to acknowledge the 

W̱SÁNEĆ, T’sou-ke, MÁlexeŁ, and Scia’new people whose traditional territories Surrounded by Cedar 
also conducts its business upon. You have cared for these territories from time immemorial, 

nurtured the spirits of the land, the water and the air. For this, I am truly grateful.  

 

In 2018, Surrounded by Cedar broke ground within the provincial court systems, by advocating with 
legal counsel and others to practice ceremony in the courtroom. We stood beside our brothers at the 
Moosehide Campaign, standing up to violence against women and children and we honoured our 
murdered and missing women at the Stolen Sisters Memorial March, while putting prayers into 180 
tobacco ties. We stood up to bullying by representing our pink shirts and honoured the warriors in 
our families and communities who survived residential school by wearing our orange shirts. We 
hosted many visitors, including the Council of Yukon First Nations, sharing the wise practice we 
believe in as an agency. In ceremony, we honoured our youth who turned 19 and celebrated our 

youth who persevered and graduated from high school.  We partnered with community to be 
involved in two amazing National Aboriginal Day events and created space to sit and learn from 
our amazing knowledge keepers within our community. The agency expanded our work by taking 

on Agreements with Young Adults, ensuring our young people have continuity of service beyond 19. 
We finalized permanency plans, and saw our children leave care knowing their lives will flourish.   

It has been a busy year and the work has been both challenging and inspiring.  

 

We are looking forward to the challenges and successes that 2019 will bring.  
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New Faces Around the Office: 

Cheryl St. Amour started in September 2018 after having lived and worked in Gitxsan territory for many 

years.  Cheryl worked as a Mental Health & Addictions Clinician with Northern Health.  Prior to this, she worked 
for 9 years as an Aboriginal Mental Health Clinician with the Ministry of Children and Family Development, 
serving 7 First Nations within the Gitxsan territory  

Sarah Underdown is Cree Saulteaux from Saskatchewan and holds a Certificate in Indigenous Family 

Support. Previous to her start at SCCFS, Sarah worked at the VNFC as a Health Support Worker and carries 
years of cultural teachings. Sarah is active in the community and part of the Unity Drummers Group.  

Brandi Lancaster is working at SCCFS as the Cultural Support Worker alongside Sarah. Brandi comes from 

Kingcome Inlet, Alert bay, Village Island, Songhees, Squamish, and Valdez Island. Brandi recently graduated  
from the Indigenous Family Support worker program at Camosun College in June 2018.  

Courtney Norris-Jones joins our team as a Guardianship & Permanency Planning Social Worker. Courtney  

previously worked  as a Child Protection Social Worker with Vancouver Aboriginal Child and Family Services and 
as a Band Social Worker for Pauquachin First Nation.  

Andrae Dennis is joining the team as a part-time Finance Assistant. Andrae recently moved to the Island 

from Jamaica with his wife.  

Chelsea Young has returned to Surrounded by Cedar as the Administrative Assistant and Receptionist. 

Chelsea is Cree-Metis on her maternal side and Interior Salish from Lytton on her paternal side.  

Farewells:  

This year, we said farewell to Gordy Bear, who was in a one-year position as a Cultural Programs Coordinator 

with our agency. During his time here, Gordy brought a tremendous wealth of knowledge and energy to our 
team. He kept the team grounded and was there with continual support to not only us, but our young ones and 
community. We raise our hands to Gordy for all his good work and he is missed!  

We’d like to thank Tashanna Dennis who came to work for Surrounded by Cedar from Talentcor while our 

Administration team was in transition. We raise our hands to you Tashanna!  

Staff in New Roles: 

In 2018, the agency saw many changes, including some staff in new roles!  

Robin Croteau was successful in a temporary position as the Program Manager. The purpose of this role is 

the responsible for the effective and efficient management of the agency’s delegated and non-delegated 
service delivery, including Support Services, Residential Resources and Guardianship & Permanency Planning 
Teams.  

Wes Haase is in a temporary position as the new Acting Team Leader for the Resources and Support Services 

Team.  

Shelley LaFrance is on a temporary assignment, in her new role as a Resource Social Worker on the 

Resource and Support Services Team. Way to go Shelley!  

 

STAFFING CORNER 
 



CULTURAL PROGRAMS UPDATE  
SARAH AND BRANDI 

Building Our Bundles  

“Tea and Bannock” night has now changed names to “Building Our Bundles”. This change 
represents the work we do in expanding our cultural knowledge by speakers and knowledge 
keepers coming in and sharing their gifts with our SCCFS Community.  

During Building Our Bundles on October 2nd,  community gathered at SCCFS for a delicious meal, 
finished off rattle making and shared teachings, laughter and fun. Building Our Bundles on 
December 4th was focused on self care, and we created cedar infused soap and various bath salt 
scents. 

Cultural Pro-D-Days 

September was a Royal BC Museum Pro D Day full of 
exciting opportunities for the kids. The children got to 
watch master carvers work on a totem pole, walk through 
a mini Bighouse and watch movies about lost Egypt and 
our great ocean. 

Our October Pro D Day was a  swim and skate day. Our fun 
filled day started with swimming at the Esquimalt Rec pool followed by playing at the nearby 
park. We then had our lunches and made our way to the Esquimalt Archie Browning Arena for 
skating. The young ones had so much fun and we have some talented skaters! 

November Pro D Day was another trip to the Royal BC Museum this time followed by cedar 
weaving. In the morning we had the opportunity to take in all the knowledge at the museum, 
spending most of our time in the Indigenous sections. The young ones enjoyed exploring the 
different areas but definitely liked the masks the most. We then made our way back to SCCFS to 
have lunch and  in the afternoon we made Christmas ornaments with beads and pipe cleaners. 
The children then witnessed how to make cedar roses and headbands. It was a very creative day 
with a very creative group! 

Xe’Xu T’uluts’thut Youth Leadership officially started in October with an amazing visioning night 
with our youth.  We will be moving forward with our skill building and culture workshops. The 
youth are looking forward to learning skill development and ways to take care of their physical, 
mental, emotional, and spiritual wellbeing. Leadership got off to a great start with the youth 
learning about traditional roles of leadership throughout the varying tribes across turtle island. 
We  have done various new crafts – Mini War bonnets to aide in the teaching of what it means to 
be a good leader, as well as Quw’utsun inspired pom-poms made with Sheep’s wool from our 
brothers and sisters in New Zealand. The youth’s pom-poms will be on display at Winter feast this 
December!  



CULTURAL CONTINUITY  
MEAGAN SAULNIER 

Travel to Ditidaht  

Cultural Continuity Worker, Meagan Saulnier travelled with five children and one caregiver to 

their home territory, Ditidaht, on the West Coast of Vancouver Island. 

Our children and youth were welcomed by the children and youth of the community and then 

hosted with a beautiful dinner and ceremony. The group got to enjoy a boat trip to Carl’s Crab 

Shack where the mouth of the lake is met by the Pacific Ocean.  Once there they all enjoyed a 

seafood feast and did some fishing.  The youth of the community led  the group on part of the 

West Coast trail and they ended up at a beautiful beach where they saw petroglyphs of the 

Nation’s first contact with the Europeans. On another day they went to where the river meets 

the saltwater lake and watched the salmon run. 

Alert Bay 

On Thanksgiving weekend, Meagan travelled up to Port Hardy and Alert Bay to attend Late 

Chief Frank Nelson’s family potlach. 

“It was incredible to experience the richness of culture the Kwak waka’wakw people hold and 

share. There were approximately 1000 people in attendance and everyone was fed and gifted 

for 2 days and nights.  Sacred masks were danced that had been hidden during the potlach 

ban but kept in the same family for over 100 years. Powerful.” 



Welcoming Ceremony 

Every year Surrounded by Cedar hosts a Welcoming Ceremony with the 

intention of Welcoming new children, caregivers and family to our Agency. 

This year it was hosted on November 15th   at our agency and we had a 

turnout of 60 people. 

The children were blanketed and gifted with medicine bundles as we 

believe they are our most sacred. The staff circled round and sang, 

honouring our guests while a beautiful meal was shared. A highlight of the 

night was when one of our children opened the table acknowledging the 

plants and animals. 

Adoption Ceremony  

In October, Surrounded by Cedar hosted an adoption ceremony requested by both the 

child’s birth mother and adoptive family. It was pure humility and a blessing to see both 

families working together, honouring and loving that child. Never once did it feel like a 

child moving from one family to another, rather the joining of families.  

 

In November the tummy mummy (referenced by her and her son) and family hosted a 

cultural ceremony of their own welcoming the adoptive family into their family. 

BC Federation of  Children and Youth in Care Conference 
and Lunch at Squamish Nation   

 

In October, a brother and sister, along with the cultural continuity worker, travelled to the 

mainland to attend a youth conference at Sasamat Outdoor Centre in Port Moody. Before 

driving up to their territory for a lunch and family mapping with their relatives, they stayed at 

the beautiful Skwachays Lodge, an Indigenous owned and inspired hotel. They got to spend 

the night in the salmon and drum rooms.  



Foster Parent Appreciation Luncheon  

 
On October 25th, Surrounded By Cedar held  its annual celebration event which honours our 

caregivers  for their work and care of our children.     

The W̱SÁNEĆ Tribal School  generously opened their space for us to do the work in the 
Cultural Building. Elders Lila and Daniel Sam attended the event with a welcome to the 

territory, presenting their thoughts and experience raising and fostering Indigenous 
children. We were honored to have a large complement of foster families from Surrounded 

by Cedar accept our invitation to the lunch.     

The lunch was followed with the SCCFS staff drummers and singers as well as the unity 
drummers,  

Sarah Underdown and Glenn Patterson.     

We hope to see you next year at the wonderful event for our caregivers! 

Bring Your Child to Work Day 
 

Intensive Youth Support Worker Amy Whitney participated 
in “Bring Your Child to Work Day” on November 14, 2018 
when she brought her daughter Kylina Whitney to work 
with her. Kylina attends grade 9 at Spectrum Secondary 
School. She participated with the Cultural Team putting 

together medicine pouches, she helped mom with some 
office work, and she attended Cindy Blackstock at UVIC 

with Team leader of the Guardianship Social Worker Team, 
Alysha Brown.  

 



In September, Surrounded by Cedar received a 

number of backpacks full of school supplies from 

the office of Mitzi Dean, MLA for Esquimalt-

Metchosin. These backpacks  were shared our 

sister/partner/ancillary agency Island Metis Family 

& Community Services. Thank you Mitzi Dean and 

Telus for their support! 

HALLOWEEN 2018 

Congratulations to Colleen Spier, Executive Director at Island Metis Family & 

Community Services! Colleen is moving into the next chapter of her career as 

Indigenous Justice Strategy Executive Director with the BC Ministry of Attorney 

General, Justice Services Branch in Victoria!  

Surrounded by Cedar wishes Colleen the very best and we raise our hands to her in 

gratitude for her work in supporting Metis children, youth and families in Greater 

Victoria. 

 



Surrounded by Cedar AGM 2018 

The agency’s Annual General Meeting was held on October 23rd, 2018 at the 

Surrounded by Cedar Office! 

This year, the agency opened our home and invited our membership and 

community members for a delicious lunch catered by Jessica Sault of SeeFood 

Catering followed by annual business and elections.  

Surrounded by Cedar is happy to welcome back Jacquie Green for another 3 year 

term as a Director, and welcomed back Jessie Jim as our Elder.  

Thank you to everyone who attended!  

Interested in becoming a member? Fill out a membership form at the back of 

this newsletter and mail to our office with your $1.00! You will receive quarterly 

newsletters, invitations to open community events, and most importantly 

support our vision of healthy children and youth who grow up to their family, 

community and culture.  

Thank you to Brian of Thrifty Foods Admirals Road for the $150 gift card 

donation towards our Annual Winter Feast! Thank you for supporting our 

community! 



Orange Shirt Day 2018  

Orange Shirt Day is a legacy of the St. Joseph Mission (SJM) residential school 
commemoration event held in Williams Lake, BC, Canada, in the spring of 
2013.  It grew out of Phyllis' story of having her shiny new orange shirt taken 
away on her first day of school at the Mission, and it has become an opportunity 
to keep the discussion on all aspects of residential schools happening annually. 
 
 

Lunch and Learn: Permanency Planning with Urban 

Indigenous Families 

On Monday, November 26th, the resource team hosted a “Lunch and Learn” style event at the 

Vic West Community Centre to offer information to the community about options for 

permanency planning for urban Indigenous children. We were very blessed to have Elder Skip 

Dick welcome us to the territory, bless the food, and share some wonderful knowledge 

around being there to support our children in a good way. His words resonated with all of us 

in attendance, and having Skip and Linda in attendance is always such a gift. Some good 

conversations were had, and a delicious meal was prepared by Jessica Sault from SeeFood 

Catering; we’ve been fortunate to be seeing a lot of her lately! As always, thank you Jessica! 

We hope this event opened the door to some new relationships between the Surrounded by 

Cedar resource team and our community! 

  

http://www.orangeshirtday.org/phyllis-story.html


Family Care Homes 
 
There are many different ways you can 

provide support and care to the children 

and youth who need either long term or 

short term placements, emergency or relief 

or even potentially adoptive homes. 

Becoming a Foster parent or Caregiver is a 

way to extend our hearts and homes to 

other Aboriginal children in the 

community. As a caregiver, you and the 

child in your home will receive supports. 

You can provide a safe and loving 

placement for a youth or child while they are away from their parents. 

For more information, please contact our Resource Social Worker at 

becomeacaregiver@sccfs.com 

Surrounded by Cedar Swag available for purchase 

All proceeds go directly towards agency programming  

Hoodies 

$40.00 

Sweatpants 

$30.00 

Lunch Kits 

$5.00 

Tote bags $5.00 

Water bottles 

$10.00 
Available at SCCFS Cash or Cheque only  

mailto:wes@sccfs.com


KWAKWA̱KA̱ʼWAKW CULTURE NIGHTS  

This is for all Kwakwaka’wakw. We have acquired some space to practice 

our song/dance/language/culture and whatever we decide to do with the 

time we have together. We welcome children and their caregivers to join 

us. If you have any questions please contact Seneca at  250-508-8173 or 

senecaambers@hotmail.com 

Upcoming dates for 2018-19: 

Dec. 14 and 28 

Jan. 11 and 25 

Feb. 8 and 22 

Time: 5:45 –8:00 pm  

Location: 950 Kings Rd, Victoria BC  





 

On Wednesday November 14th, the University of Victoria hosted UVIC Honourary Degree Recipient Dr. Cindy 

Blackstock for her talk “Spirit Bear’s Guide to Reconciliation”.  

“I really wanted something in the room that reminded all of us what this case was 
actually about, which was children,” says Cindy Blackstock on how Spirit Bear became 
her champion in the ‘room’ that was federal court. Together, they withstood a nine-
year dispute to protect the human rights of First Nation children. 

Of the Gitxsan First Nation, Blackstock is the Executive Director of the First Nations 
Child and Family Caring Society of Canada, and is also a professor with McGill 
University’s School of Social Work.   

Spirit Bear accompanied Blackstock to every hearing in the landmark case before the 

Canadian Human Rights Tribunal. In January 2016, the tribunal found the Government 

of Canada guilty of racially discriminating against 165,000 First Nations children by 

underfunding child welfare and failing to provide equitable public services. 

As for Spirit Bear’s story, Blackstock wrote a book, Spirit Bear and Children Make History, with Indigenous 

writer and educator Eddy Robinson. A film project is also in the works. 

Indigenous Perspectives Society is a charitable and not-for-profit social enterprise that offers 

training programs and services that help foster a deeper understanding of Indigenous 

perspectives, cultural differences, and the need for self-determination.  

IPS Training and Consulting Services 

Cultural Perspectives Training 

Understanding History 

Building Local Relationships 

Dispelling Myths and Stereotypes 

Gladue Report Training 

Board of Directors Training 

Strategic Planning 

Executive Director Training 

Supervisory Training 

Recruitment and Retention Training 

Cultural Needs Assessment 

Policy Development 

Aboriginal Child Welfare 

Aboriginal Social Work 

Adoption Online 

Family Support Worker Training 

Designated Band Representative 

Ending Violence: Passing the Torch  

Supporting Two Spirit Youth  

Lateral Violence 



This year Surrounded by Cedar’s annual Back to School Picnic 

was chosen by Aviva Community Fund as a potential recipient 

of their $100,000 community impact prize. While we did not 

win this year Surrounded by Cedar would like to thank 

everyone who voted! 

Surrounded by Cedar employees dropped, covered and held on 

during The Great British Columbia Shake Out on October 18th. 

Over 200,000 people participated on Vancouver Island and over 

900,000 in British Columbia!  



 

UPCOMING SCCFS EVENTS 

Building Our Bundles      January 9 and 12 

Xe’Xu T’uluts’thut Leadership    January 9  and 23 

Traditional Storytime      January 12 

SCCFS Open House      January 31 

Unity Drummers and Singers 

Unity Drummers and Singers are an urban Aboriginal group of community members 

who come together to drum and sing, while providing a safe and culturally sensitive 

space for family and community to gather.   

Drum practices are open to anyone who may have an interest in spending time with 

community, while drumming until your heart is content. 

Practices take place weekly.  If you don’t have a drum, no worries!  Several our 

members bring extra drums to share. 

 

 Date: Every Friday Night 

 Location: Victoria Native Friendship Centre 

 Time: 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

 

 

 



2018 - 2019 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Name: __________________________________________        Date: ______________ 

Address:                                              ________City:   ________     Postal Code:___________                                                 

Phone: ______________________ Email: 

Please note (per our constitution and by laws) memberships expire the day before the 

SCCFS AGM.  This means a new membership card will be required to entitle you to vote 

at the meeting. 

OFFICE USE ONLY  

 

MEMBERSHIP FEE RECEIVED:    

 

SIGNED BY: ________________      DATED: _____________  

Preferred method of contact  Email:     Mail:  

Interested in becoming a Member of Surrounded by Cedar Child 

& Family Services? 

Memberships are available for an annual cost of $1.00 per year, expiring one day prior to the 

Annual General Meeting. Your membership purchase grants voting  privileges at our Annual 

General Meeting as well as our quarterly newsletter ‘Dream Speaker’.  

As per SCCFS Bylaws no employee of the Society or any person receiving remuneration from 

the Society in any form (other than for reimbursement of expenses) is eligible to become a 

voting member of the Society. 

 

 

 

Della Preston 

Suzanne Wilkinson 

Bruce Underwood 

Lonnie Gosek  

 

 

Jeanine Cooper 

Jacquie Green 

Guy Louie, Sr 

Jessie Jim  
 

Surrounded by Cedar Board of Directors 


